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Having a Mentor

Means a Lot
By Mikia Ross
My name is Mikia Ross. I'm in the seventh
grade at Macfarland Middle School, and I write F
poetry. My mentor is Brenda Oliver. She is an

attorney, and she works foFulbright & Jaworski.
We go places together, and we hang out.

We had a lot of fun the day we went to her law
office. A limousine took twelve of us and Dr.
Graham to the building on Pennsylvania Avenue. )

We saw lots and lots of law books because there Mikia Ross, a Macfarland Middle School 7th grader who
are lots and lots of laws in the world. We sat participatesin Fulbright & Jaworski's Mentoring and
around a big table and watched a tape about a case,

and then we talked about it. It was interesting. You Committee Publishes

have to be smart to be an attorney. We also baked

gingerbread cookies and made a gingerbread house, Paﬁnershi? HandbOOK

and we had pizza there. I liked being in Brenda's Last month, the Washington Lawyers
office. She has a big window, and she showed me Committee published a partnership handbook fog

. .__7 :

partnerships or strengthening their continuin
relationships. This handbook provides a wide ran 4
of practical information as well as a rationale f¢
law firm/public school partnerships from t g
perspectives of the Committee, the schools, and lay

firms.

A chapter on organization covers budget/
recruiting, kickoff activities, and tips based on pasf
partnership experiences. There are also chapters o
Iris’ Intro tutoring and support for the 3 Rs, career educatio
and preparation programs, enrichment efforts, angl
over a dozen other activities. A chart provides a
Newsworthy Efforts overview of the activities being carried out by fi

Mentoring Program

Principal's Perspective

Books, Basics
School Partnership List




an account, beginning on the first page,
what a mentoring and enrichment progra
means to one student. As she explains wh

of those firms. If your colleague wants mo
information, be sure to let me know and .

information will be on its way.

Iris J. Toyer

As we begin the 200203 school year,
the need for our law firm/school
partnerships are heartbreakingly clear. I've
always looked forward to the beginning of a
new school year, because, to me, it brings
energy and a sense of wonderful
possibilities. But this fall, the severe budget
crisis facing our city's public schools has
brought an element of dread to what should
be a time of eager anticipation and
optimism. In order to help prevent a
projected $325 million deficit, the city will
cut $30 million from the budget of the DC
Public Schools.

It saddens me to realize that the loss of
funds will adversely affect the quality of
education our schools can provide.
Reduced resources will, of course, have the
greatest impact on our most vulnerable
children. But I do take great comfort in
knowing that law firms and law offices are
maintaining their commitment to nearly 40
schools and several thousand students. And

[11S

Iris J. Toyer, Director
Public Education Legal Services Project



PRINCIPAL P

At Payne Elementary School, we
believe that every child is special and
deserves a worldclass education. We
must make every school day an
outstanding opportunity to learn. We want
to nurture the young minds with which we
have been entrusted to ensure that their
educational experience lays the
groundwork for them to become
productive members of society.

Payne is an elementary school of 270
curious, lively students. Our staff and
parents work together to provide a positive
learning environment. Our children are
fortunate because, there has been limited
staff turnover. Therefore, within our
school, we have been able to develop a
strong sense of family. Payne has been
most fortunate to welcome Baker &
McKenzie into our school family.

In October 2001, we formally
launched our school partnership with a
wonderful signing ceremony witnessed by
a significant portion of our student body
and staff. This signaled to all of us the
importance that the firm was placing on
this venture.

It has been an exceptional partnership.
Recently, the firm, along with
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton’s
office, helped to coordinate a trip to the
White House for our 3rd grade classes.
After the tour, students were taken to
lunch. This is only one example of the
way this law firm has helped to enlarge the
world for our children.

The firm’s generosity to Payne has
helped to make our school a better place.
As a principal in a school system that is
always underfunded, we are tremendously
grateful for the firm’s fundraising efforts
and donations that help provide school
uniforms and school supplies so that our
students can be focused on learning.
However, as an educator, I am more

Dennis Homesley

impressed with the commitment of human
resources that Baker & McKenzie is
willing to invest in my students.

Last fall, our 6th graders went to the
firm for a visit. This was an exciting trip
for our students to see a very different
office environment from the office here af
Payne. While there, the students engaged
in animal mask making with firm staff
members who provided all of the
materials. I need not tell you that the kids
are already looking forward to this fall's
activity.

My Assistant Principal, Barbara
Moses says that the wvalue of this
partnership is priceless. Baker &
McKenzie has not only enriched the lives
of our students, but the lives of our entire
school community—and that is priceless.

[

Dennis Homesley, Principal
Payne Elementary School
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NEWOWORTHY
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Geography Bee Judges: L/R Adria Hicks and Adam Bodily from Akin, Gump, Strauss,
Hauer & Feld and Valerie Ford who teaches at Tyler Elementary School.

Akin Gump Helps Tyler Handbook Published (cont'd..)
With Geography Bee  recruiiing and ¢

Last spring, Akin, Gump, Strauss,
Hauer & Feld played a key role in the Use of the evaluation form see page 8.
Geography Bee at Tyler Elementary  Howrey, Simon, Arnold & White [
School. The firm provided trophies and generously supported production of thef
medallions that were awarded as prizes, handbook. The cover was designed by the
and Adria Hicks and Adam Bodily firm's creative director, and Howrey
represented Akin Gump as judges. The dyplicated copies for distribution. If you
competitors were 4th, 5th, and 6th gradersfirm has not received a copy of thel
who had emerged from competition withinhandbook, contact Iris Toyer at
individual classes as the students who were Committee.
most knowledgeable about geography.

After the event at Tyler, the winners there |
went on to compete in a citywide j
Geography Bee.

According to Adria Hicks, the 4th, 5th,
and 6th graders who were not competing| °
were very involved spectators. The
competition was so intense that tiebreakers| |,
were required. She reported that thesc [
tiebreakers, which involved describing a
randomly selected spot on a globe, were a
big hit with the spectators. And the
Geography Bee was a big hit with Akin
Gump. "It was wonderful to see the Launching and Growing Your
children's enthusiasm and pride in Public School Partnership

learning," says Adria.

€
W
€
F
F
0
&
T
D




U.S. Attorneys Involve Young Students In Legal
Enrichment, Decision MakKing

Throughout the school year, at Amidon,
Birney, Marie Reed, and 11 other elementary
schools across the city, teams fronthe U.S.
Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia
teach fifth graders about the legal and public safety
implications of the decisions they make. The
project is called Legal Enrichment and Decision
Making or Project LEAD. Project instructors serve
a dual role of teacher and mentor, teaching
children the legal and social consequences of drug
abuse, gang involvement, hate crimes, and truancy,
while at the same time developing their se¢fteem
and self confidence.

The twentytwo interactive lessons explore
some of the most serious issues facing young
people today: peer pressure, drinking and driving,

followed by class exercises that help student
develop critical thinking skills.

The course culminates with a mock trail th
allows the students to experience what it is like t§
be a member of the jury, a prosecutor, a witness, (
a judge. The course also includes field trips. A clasg
from Marie Reed, for example, visited thg
Holocaust Museum and D.C. Superior Court.

Assistant  U.S. Attorney Laura Corderq]
coordinates the project and is part of a team thg

(Continued on paged)

Pastries from Four Firms Take
Taste - Off Honors

racism and discrimination, and whether rules  The pastries were delicious, and the competitiof]
should be taken seriously. The lessons begin with a Was stiff in the 3rd Annual Cooking for Kids Bakg
skit, which the students act out. One of the skits is Sale and Taste Off last JuncHolland & Knight

about two girls who are harassed and beaten up Was the biggest prizewinner with Judith Sandalowg
because of their interracial friendship. The skits are first place for her strawberry pie, a second place fg

(continued in next column)

Arnold & Porter Monitors
Playground

Last spring, during school lunch periods,
Arnold & Porter provided playground monitors for

its partner school, Garrison FElementary. The
additional monitors provided by the law firm made
it possible for the students to enjoy a greater
variety of activities and such games as Double
Dutch and the favorite Four Square. The jump rope
game, a big hit with the Garrison students, was a
revelation to some of the Arnold & Porter
volunteers, who discovered that their coordination
skills need a lot of work. They also discovered
that the rules for Four Square are fairly fluid.

The firm also integrated the playground
monitoring into its summer program. Last spring,
for some Arnold & Porter summer associates, the
firm's traditional lunch with an associate became
playground monitoring with an associate, followed
by lunch. According to Leslie Nickel, " the
playground monitoring enhanced the summer
program and increased enthusiasm for the Garrison
partnership throughout the firm."

pear squares baked by Mary Graham, and a thirg
place for Sung Park Reynolds' chocolate chip cakef

Two firms managed to capture double honors]
Stepote & Johnson got the best cookie prize forf
Judy Isenberg's Baby Ruth bar and won third plac
in the pie competition with Jeff Waldstreicher
chocolate whipped cream pie.Fried, Frank,
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson won a secondplace [
honor for Diane Rose's peanubutter chocolate pie |
and third place recognition for Deneen Melanpenk
chocolate chip cookie.

(Continued on pagé)
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3rd Annual Cooking for Kids Taste-Off: L/R Colleen
Matan from Steptoe & Johnson, one of the winning firms,
and Iris Toyer, who directs the law firm/school partnership



A Teacher’s View Of

Mentoring Project
By Donna Graham

Middle school students need suppor
and consistency. At this critical time in thei
lives, it's important for them to have a

Michael McLaughlin from Macfarland Middle
School with his Fulbright & Jaworski mentor,
Ben Konop and the gingerbread house
they made together.

the attorneys brought lunch to the school fo
their mentees and themselves. That mads

Menioring Program the students feel really special.
Proves Duccessful At I do know the students talk to thei

mentors at times other than the occasiong

FU‘brlght & Taworski we get together. They talk on the phone ang

Fulbright & Jaworski and MacFarland §end emails. Last year, a couple of students)

Middle School are looking forward to th in the program were having some serious

- ) chavior roblems. 1 contacted thei
2002-2003 school year with a mentormgmentors, arf)d said to them, "Your mentee i

and enrichment program that is rewarding ¢ 4, 1ok “and T would really hate for this

to both attorneys and students. It is also a "
program that is highly valued by thestudent to get suspended." So the mentors]

school's administration and staff and one
that took some time to develop. The
partnership started out as a weekly tutoring
program at the school. The tutoring activity =~ Another gingerbread house created by a
became difficult to sustain, however, and  Macfarland/Fulbright & Jaworski team.
exposing students to cultural and historical

activities in DC became a priority.

In the summer of 2001, Kristin
McGovern and Letitia McKoy at Fulbright
& Jaworski were planning an event for the
firm's summer associates, and they wanted
it to be distinctive. They got in touch with
Donna Graham who was in charge of
summer school at Macfarland and worked
with her to plan a haKday outing for the
students that involved the summer
associates. After lunch and an educational

(Continued on pagel ()

(Continued on page?)




Having a Mentor (cont'd..))

Brenda gave me a book made out of bark and
leaves. I made it a poem book. I like to writf
poems-observations about the way I feel. It help 1
keep me calm. I had a poem about Brenda, on
about September 11th, and other different ones ig
the book. When we went on a trip to the Air ang
Space Museum, I showed it to Brenda, and sh¢

gave me a big hug.

Brenda is young, and she knows abouf]
everything. 1 talk to her about boys, what'
happening at school, going to the mall. I hear froi
her at Christmas, on my birthday, and during thg

Bbing a Mentor ls MY summer. [I'm glad she's my mentor. She's the best.g

(r00d Fortune :
By Brenda Oliver, €sq. Program Proves Successful i
i

Fulbright & Jaworski mentor, Brenda Oliver.

When I was in college, I participated in a (cont'd )
mentoring project, and [ really enjoyed the . . he fi h .
experience. Then when Kristen and Letitia let me trivia game at the tirm, the summer associates ang

know about the Macfarland opportunity, I ‘thought10 Stlllldent; went fo the A}ilr a;d Ep acsahl\gus}elu !
it would be a good idea for me, especially if I got ptogether. The event was suc a4 blg it Wlt. .Ot the
chance to help a D.C. student. students and summer associates that Kristin ang

. . Letitia recognized its potential for an egoing
A valentine's gift that I bought my mentee, partnership activity. They contacted Donna Graha

bought her a little book that I thought was neat, worked out the parameters of the current progra f
because it was made out of bark and trees and with her.

recycled paper. You could see the grains. She really Mentors have established solid onen-one
i |

took to it and was very grateful. The next time 1 ; g .
Y8 bonds with their students outside of the forma

saw her she told me she made it into a journal poem™ ", T
book. and she read me a poem Mikia is reall enrichment activities. Some mentors and student

bright and gifted. Then when we went to the Air correspond regularly through -eail. Others plan g
and Space Museum, she surprised me with the activities outside of the program. One mentor, foi

poem she wrote for me. I was flattered and reallyexarnple, includes his mentee in weekend outingp
touched with his own family. A key feature of the progra

is the continuity of the mentor relationship

I do feel that our relationship is making an established with 6th graders during the 2002002 g
impression on Mikia. She seems to remember

certain things from the times we get together. It (Continued on pagel ()
makes me feel that she enjoys being with me and
really listens to what I have to say. As a mentor, |
feel fortunate to have her. She's smart, outgoing,
and personable. She is very mature for her age, but
not at all blasé. She is wonderfully inquisitive and
eager to learn more about the world.

Mikia Ross and her mentor, Brenda Oliver,
enjoy pizza together.

!

I'm glad our project includes outings to
historical and cultural sites in the area. These are
places that some of the Macfarland students have
not had a chance to visit. I'm not a native

(Continued on pagel 0)




Rudnick's evaluation form 1is 1in
handbook recently published by
Committee.

Fun Can Be
A Learning Tool

Rich Rector fr
Monroe Elementary student he tutors.

After Evaluation Tutoring
Reorganized At Piper

‘ZUdnl(,K from Foley & Lardner and Trudy Williams f
After its initial year of tutoring andfrom Pepper Hamilton handle these
mentoring students at Bruce Monroesituations with activities they havg
Elementary School, Piper Rudnick developed that can both entertain and teacly
involved its law firm volunteers in ana child.
evaluation of the program. During the Rhyming provides opportunities fol
2001-2002 school year, each tutor went to,c(yities that are both fun and educationaly]
the school twice a month to work with ayhen children identify words that thyme})
studept who got help from another Plperthey are developing the ability to understan
Rudnick tutor on other days. The evaluation,, { hear that a word is made up of a serie
revealed that the firm's attorneys and staffs,¢ jiscrete sounds. The foll owing thyming

were enthl.lsiastic about the program but, tivities from the Bank Street College off
wanted their work with the students to haveggy cation will make it possible for student}

a stronger connection to the students'y, jeqrn while enjoying themselves.
classroom experiences. ' .
Rhyme Time: Read a favorite poem or

Duripg this sghool year, tutors for eaChrhyme aloud, pointing to the words as yo
grade will be assigned to tutor on the samepeaq Ask the student to recite it with you

day. This will make it easier for coordinatory e the student is familiar with the poen,
David Rubenstein to channel information,g, him or her to tell you which word$8

from the teachers to the tutors when theyrhyme. Children will enjoy stomping thei
need it and for the tutors to get informationgaat  when they hear a rhyme ande

from the students about what is happeningsubstituting new words for the rhyming

in their classes. words.

Piper Rudnick will also be changing it.SRound Robin Rhymes: Help the student to
system for substitute tutors. This year, it e up a story that thymes by providing

(continued in next column) (continued on pg. 9) ||




partnership. Lisa Dewey and Amy DuVall fronf
Piper Rudnick report that last year's drive fo

supplies includeArent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin, &

Van loaded with school supplies on its way from Akin, Kahn; Beveridge & Diamond; D.C. Office of

Gump Strauss, Hauer & Feld to Tyler Elementary School. Corporation Counsel; Foley & Lardner;

Holland & Knght; McDermott, Will & Emery;

Akin é‘ump' Other Firms Pepper Hamilton; Reed Smith; Steptoe &

. . Johnson; Swidler Berlin Shereff & Friedman;
Provide School Supplies and U.S. Courts.

Enthusiasm for learning is essential for ,
academic success.Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer u.s. P\ﬂOPﬂGYS Involve
& Feld and numerous other firms recognize that Students (cont'd.)
one way to foster enthusiasm is to help their PArter . . i iom pags)
schools make sure every student has the pencils, o rieq it out at Marie Reed Elementary School. Shg

pens, notebooks, and crayons they need. The g 4q it rewarding, because, "the students get sq
attorneys and staff at Akin Gump who have school caught up in the skits and the mock trial and all th

children buy extra supplies for ‘students at Tyler jqqies involved.” Project LEAD was adapted fro ’
Elementary when they take their own youngsters, program that the Los Angeles County Distric

shopping. Those who have no children rely on theirAttorney's Office used and adapted from a prograny

memories and try to buy twentfirst century developed by the District Attorney's Office i
versions of what they used. Teachers and prmmpalsKingS County, California.

at schools paired with law firms that conduct drives
for school supplies are very grateful to be able to -0 cont’
provide book bags and pencil pouches for students Taste - Off Honors (contd..

(Continued from pagd)
who need them.

(continued in next column)

Fun and Learning (cont'd..) Weil, Gotshal & Manges received second place fo

o :
(Continued from pagé) Connie Ericson's carrot cake.

the beginning of each sentence that the student will  Tpe outstanding quality of the cookies, cake
finish. For exampleOnce upon a time, adog went ., 4 pies from the winning firms and fromKin,

to the park with a (hog, log, frog, clog). The dog Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld and Pepper
saw a cat with a (bat, hat, mat, rat).

rhymes and begins with the new letter. Forof international cuisine; Carla P. Hall, a formg

example, What word rhymes with dig and begins C.P.A. and model who is currently Directo

with "b?" Big. Executive Chef for the Washington Club; an
Katherine Tallmadge, a weightoss and nutrition |

Books and stories with rhymes are good expert and author of Diet Simple).

choices for projects that involve reading aloud to

children. A book likeOne Fish, Two Fish, Red The moming before the Tast©Off, the four
Fish, Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss helps students firms as well as Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld

understand how sounds make up a word. and Pepper Hamilton held bake sales to raise mondl

: i
for their partner schools.
(Continued on pagel 0)




Being A Mentor (cont'd.)

(Continued from pagéd)
Washingtonian, and our trips are also giving me th
opportunity to learn more about my new home.

I'm also glad that our relationship will continu
for several years. This year, we can build on thy

Brenda Oliver is an attorney at Fulbright & Jaworski

where she practices immigration law.
Dr. Donna Graham, the Macfarland Middle School teacher

who coordinates the school's partnership with

A Teacher's View (cont'd..) Program Proves Successful

(Continued from pagd) (60 nt’d...)

talked to their students, and the behavior did (consinued from paga)

improve. None of the mentees was suspended, andschool year. The students who are now 7th grader
they are all returning to participate in the programwill have the same mentors during this school ye4q
this school year. and the year after that.

The commitment of the law firm and the young A major reason for the success of the Fulbrighf§
attorneys means a lot to me. It's so important to& Jaworski/Macfarland partnership is the stron
follow through with students. I'm a former support of the firm's partners. They have provide

outside organizations. I know that when othermaking it possible for attorneys to charge the ti
groups approach the school about getting involved,they spend on the program as pro bono.

they will probably want to do different kinds of
activities. But our Fulbright & Jaworski
partnership will be my standard for quality of
involvement.

Scheduling is a real challenge for the progra
coordinators. It takes a great deal of effort to fin
times that will work for 11 busy attorneys. During

Dr. Donna Graham is the Technology Coordinator at  gdditional attorneys, which will make it possibl
Macfarland Middle School. for every student to have the full attention of a
attorney even if his or her mentor runs into a las
, minute schedule conflict. Outings tentatively
Fun and Learning (cont'd...)
(Continued from pagé)

Learning consonant sounds can also be Court; a performance of "Step Afrika!" at thg
entertaining. Children can enjoy and learn fromKennedy Center, a tour of the Spy Museum
alliterative sentences, such asSally sells seashells followed by dinner at the firm; DC Duck Tour of
by the seahore. Another game from the Bank Street Washington Monuments; and a community servic
College of Education involves identifying an objectproject.
in the room from clues about the letters in the name
of the object. The first clue about a table, for
example, would likely be that it begins with the
letter "t."




PARTNERSHIPS

Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld
Tyler Elementary School
Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn
Randle Highlands Elementary School
Arnold & Porter
Garrison Elementary School
Baker & McKenzie
Payne Elementary School
Beveridge & Diamond
Birney Elementary School
Covington & Burling
Cardozo Senior High School
Crowell & Moring
Garnett-Patterson Middle School
D.C. Office of Corporation Counsel
R.S. Terrell Junior High School
Dickstein, Shapiro, Morin & Oshinsky
Ellington School of the Arts
Fannie Mae's Corporatd_.egal Dept.
Marie H. Reed Learning Center
Foley & Lardner
Wilkinson Elementary School
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson
School Without Walls
Fulbright & Jaworski
Macfarland Middle School
Greater Washington Area Chapter
Women Lawyers Division
National Bar Association
Malcolm X Elementary School
Holland & Knight
Cleveland Elementary School

Howrey, Simon, Arnold & White

Bancroft Elementary School
Levine Pierson Sullivan & Koch

H.D. Cooke Elementary School
McDermott,Will & Emery

Bowen Elementary School
McKenna Long & Aldridge

Stevens Elementary School
Patton Boggs

Francis Junior High School
Pepper Hamilton

Stanton Elementary School
Piper & Rudnick

Bruce Monroe Elementary School;

Law Scout Program

Eastern, Dunbar and Duke

Ellington Senior High Schools
Reed Smith

Park View Elementary School
Sidley Austin Brown & Wood

Thomson Elementary School
Steptoe & Johnson

Montgomery Elementary School
Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan

Bell Multicultural Senior High School
Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman

Adams Elementary School
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
District of Columbia
Amidon Elementary School
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
J.O. Wilson Elementary School
Washington Bar Association
Young Lawyers’ Division
Banneker & Ballou Senior High Schools
Weil, Gotshal & Manges
Seaton Elementary School
Williams & Connolly
Dunbar Senior High School
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