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Charter Facts: DC Charter History

 
1995 – DC School Reform Act of 1995 passed by congress allows for the creation
of public charter schools in the district. The D.C. Board of Education (DC BoE) is
instituted as a state controlled charter school authorizer is created.
 
1996 – An amendment to the DC School Reform Act of 1995 allows for the
creation of the Public Charter School Board (PCSB) a second, independent
charter school authorizer.
 
1996 – The District's first charter schools open to a combined 160 students.
 
2006 – DC BoE votes to relinquish charter school authorizing responsibilities,
making PCSB the sole charter school authorizer in the District.
 
2007 – DC Council passes legislation to give the Office of the Mayor direct
authority over DCPS and transferring responsibility for schools authorized by the
DC BoE to the PCSB. 
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