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April Summit Focuses on
Expanding School
Partnerships

Dozensof attorneys, schoal officids, and
representatives of businessesand nonprofit
organizationscametogether at Arent Fox onApril
24 to share school partnership experiencesand
explore possbilitiesfor increasing the number of
partnerships. School Chancellor Michelle Rhee set
thetoneby expressing her enthusiasmfor school
partnershipsand her stronginterest in continuing
collaboration betweenthe D.C. Public Schools
administration and the Washington Lawyers
Committee.

Other highlightsof the summit werethe panel
presentationsabout model partnerships. Stan
Samorgjczyk of Akin, Gump, Srauss, Hauer &
Feld and ChristineLadd of FannieM ae’'sLegd
Department described their successful partnerships
with elementary schools. Jennifer Tribulski and

2
CHECK THE BOARD

(Continued on page 5)

IFS N0 e 2
ForgingaNew Partnership .........cccceueeee. 3
Newsworthy EVENtS.........cccccveeeveeieennenne 4
Elementary Erit.......ccceveeviiiieeie 6
Creative Connections............ccevereereenns 8
School PartnershipList .....c.coceeveeiennnne 11
Contributors ........cooveeeeveeienieceee e 12

Alan Vollman presents Poetry Trophy to Shelby Coley

Poetry Program at Banneker
Supported by
Holland & Knight
Marks Fourth and Finest Year

On March 4, the poetry recited by 15 Banneker
High Schooal findistswonthe admiration of their peers,
their teachersand apanel of judgesfromHolland &
K night asthe students brought the words and images
of avariety of American and internationa poetstolife.
Teachers, judgesand studentsall agreed: Thisfourth
year of Banneker's Poetry Out Loud program was by
far the best.

Four yearsago, the head of the English
Department, Wendy Warren, initiated Banneker's
participation in Poetry Out L oud, the national poetry
reading competition sponsored by the National
Endowment for theArts. Each year, Holland & Knight
has provided ahandsome program, judges, awinner's
trophy pluscertificates, and ahardcover poetry

anthology for thefindids.
(Continued on page 8)
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IRISJ. TOYER
Project Director, D.C. Public School Partnerships
Project, Washington Lawyers Committee

What ayear thishasbeen! Law
firm partnershipsaremaking a
differenceinthelivesof studentsat
our partnership schoolsin so many
weayd

We began the school year with
our Third Annual GeoPlunge
Chdlenge Tournament supported by
morethan 60 law firm and individua
sponsors. WejoinedwiththeD.C.
Public Schoolssystem and recruited
46 elementary and middle schoolsto
participateinthe event. Read about
thisgreat successon page4.

Inthisenvironment of school
reform and change, welearned that
nineof our schoolswill beimpacted
by school closingsand restructuring
effortsmandated by theNo Child
Left Behind Act. Wehaveinvited our
guest columnist, Randy Rich of
Bracewell & Guiliani, todiscusson
page 3 how hisfirm approached the
issuewhentheir partner school
closed.

Our page 1 story detailsthe effortswe have
undertaken thisyear to expand the number of school
partnerships. Wetook amore aggressive approach
and, withthe assistance of Arent Fox and D.C.
Public Schools, we hosted aPartnership Summitin
lateApril. If youmissedit, read dl about it.

Our partnership firmscontinueto do great work
with our young people. For example, read about
Holland & Knight'ssupport of Banneker High
School's Poetry Out Loud program. Our story,
beginning on page 1, paintsavivid picture of how
high-school studentsconnect withaliterary formand
seeit asan "exciting opportunity.”

Health Right, Inc., oneof our non-law firm
partnersinvited studentsfrom Ferebee-Hope
Elementary School to help createitsnew logo. The
story on page 9isan interesting read.

Firmscontinueto provideresourcesfor their
school partners. Howr ey's assi stance to Bancroft
and Bracewdl & Giuliani'sGarage Saleare
shining examples of waysto support schools.

New to our family of school partnershipsis
Dechert L L P and RossElementary School. The
firm and school aremaking plansfor asuccessful
yedar.

| inviteyour firmto getinvolved and makea
difference!
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Director
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FORGING

With the planned closing of many D.C. Public
Schools, somelaw firmsthat have spent years
developing relationshipswith"their school ™ now will
befaced with the prospect of forming new school
partnerships.

Never fear; asmuch asyou may missyour old
school, our firm'sexperience demongtratesthat the
students, teachersand administratorsat your new
school will welcomeyou and your firm'ssupport.

For severa years, Bracewell & Giuliani
partnered with Van Ness Elementary School. Van
Nesswaslocated on M Street Southeast at the
edge of Capitol Hill and acrossthe street fromthe
Navy Yard.

Aslarge public housing complexeswere
demolished and gentrification beganto setin,
enrollment at Van Nessdeclined. Anaready needy
school became even more needy as student-teacher
ratiosfell and budgetswerecut. Ultimately, Van
Ness succumbed.

Shortly before Van Ness closed, and before
most of the attorneysand staff at Bracewell &
Giuliani that supported Van Nesslearned of itsfate,
the Washington Lawyers Committee spranginto
action.

The Committee's D.C. Public School
PartnershipsProject Director IrisTroyer caled to
offer arelationship with another school, Brightwood
Elementary School in northwest Washington. We
had aspecia placeinour heartsfor Van Ness, but
our introduction to Brightwood helped usto move
forward.

Brightwood hasan energetic principa and
grateful students. Weimmediately picked up where
we had |eft off with Van Ness.

A NEW P

Randall S Rich
Partner
Bracewell & Giuliani

Wehelda"Big Book Party" for
Brightwood'sfifth grade, complete
with dramatic readings, games, fun
and goodiebagsfor each student.

Thetrangtion was seamless,
thanksto IrisToyer and Principa
Wanda Fox.

Wenow haveagreat relationship
with Brightwood, even thoughwe
will never forget Van Ness.

Similarly, youwill dways
remember your first school
partnership, but will find your new
relationshipto beengaging,
chalenging and, most of dll,
emotionaly rewarding.
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GeoPlunge Team B

46 Elementary Schools Compete
In Third GeoPlunge Tournament

Nearly 200 enthusiastic fifth- and sixth-gradersfrom 46 D.C. public elementary schools
arrived at Bell Multicultura High School on November 29, 2007 to competeinthe Third
Annua GeoPlunge Challenge Tournament.

lunch provided by over 60 sponsors. At the conclusion of the championship round, studentson
theJ. O. Wilson Elementary School team were declared the GeoPlunge 111 Tournament
winners,

GeoPlungeisplayed with aset of cards, each representing one of the 50 states. The
tournament included three different gamesthat combine geography education and fun.

Guessthe Sate encourages studentsto |earn the names of the 50 states. Playing Racefor
the Border steaches participantswhere states arel ocated geographi cally. When students Play
the Ranks, they learn how the statesrank in size, population and order of entry into the union.

AlanFishel, apartner at Arent Fox, invented the geography gamesand created the set of
GeoPlunge cards. GeoPlungewaswell received at Randle Highlands Elementary, whereArent
Fox asaschool partnership. So, Alan and hislaw firm coll eagues persuaded the Washington
Lawyers Committeeto co-sponsor thefirst two GeoPlunge tournamentsin the spring and fall
of 2006. These tournaments proved so successful that studentseagerly asked: "Whenisthe
next one?'

R Morning roundsof GeoPlunge games determined the seeding for playoff roundsfollowinga

The Committee's School PartnershipsProject Director IrisToyer, Alan Fishel, and other
volunteersfrom Arent Fox organized the day-long tournament. Staff from Bell Multicultura
High School and the office of Chancellor Michelle Rhee provided inva uable support. The
tournament's principa sponsorsweretheWashington Lawyers Committeeand thelaw firm of
Arent Fox. (Continued on page 9)




Nine Partnership Schools
To Be Affected
By Restructuring

At theend of the 2007-08 school year, the D.C.
Public School systemwill closefiveeementary schools
that currently have partnershipswithlaw firms, and
reassign the children who now attend these schools.

Bowen Elementary School studentswill attend
Amidon Elementary School.

Studentsat Gage-Eckington Elementary School will
bedivided anong Cleveland and Emery Elementary
Schools.

Park View Elementary School studentswill attend
Bruce-Monroe Elementary Schoal.

Studentsat Stevens Elementary School will moveto
what isnow FrancisJunior High School, and over the
summer, Franciswill becomeaK-8 schooal.

Findly, Wilkinson Elementary School studentsare
being reassigned to M oten Elementary School.

The schoolstowhich additional studentsarebeing
assigned will have enhanced academic programs.

According to Mayor Adrian Fenty and Chancellor
Michelle Rhee, theschoolsare being right-sized to
ensurethat all resourcesarefocused on supporting
academic programswhileeiminating expensesused for
excess space.

(Continued on page 9)
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GeoPlunge Team

Michelle A. Rhee
Chancellor
District of Columbia Public Schools

April Summit Focuses on
Expanding School
Partnerships
(cont’d)

William James of Patton Boggsexplained how
their long-term relationshipwith FrancisJunior High
School hasdevel oped and continuesto evolve. The
presentationsof Sidney Dicksteinfrom Dickstein
Shapiro and Alan Pemberton of Covington &
Burling about their partnershipswith Ellington
School of theArtsand Cardozo Senior High
School respectively revealed abroad range of
possibilitiesfor working with older students.

In additionto thosewho havebeeninvolvedin
school partnershipsfor anumber of years,
representativesfromlaw firmsand other businesses
considering school partnershipswere animportant
part of the summit. Sincethe summit, the
Committee has been working with anumber of
these businessesto form new partnerships. The
consensus of thosewho attended the summit was
that it wasaval uable experienceand should be
repeated soon again.
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Wilkinson Elementary School students attend a tutoring session at Foley & Lardner.

Wilkinson Students Tutored at Foley & Lardner

Every Wednesday, 34 third-gradersfrom Wilkinson Elementary School cometo Foley &
L ardner for tutoring. The students, who participatein Wilkinson's after-school program, are
brought to Foley in abuschartered by thefirm. Thethird-gradersare met by 15to 20 tutors
who work withthe studentsin pairs.

"Workingwith their peershelpsstudentslearn,” reportsKari Reents, who coordinates
Foley'stutoring program. Kari feelssheisfortunateto bethe onewhofillsin for absent tutors
becausethisgivesher an opportunity to get to know more of the Wilkinson students, who she
saysare"great kids." Reading and math exercisesof varying difficulty are provided by the
school, and tutors select specific exercisesto meet the skill level of each student.

<AP>PAHAZmMmESmMmr

Foley and itsschool partner Wilkinson a so havean important creativereationship. Every
year, Wilkinson students submit drawingsfor thefirm'sholiday card art competition. The
contest isfollowed by apizzaand awards party.

At the party, the student who createsthe winning drawing receives a$500 savings bond.
In addition, thefirm a so awards $400 and $300 savings bondsto the studentswho place
second and third in the competition. Thethreewinnersreceiveframed copiesof their artwork.

Foley & Lardner encourages Wilkinson studentsto continueworking ontheir reading skills
over thesummer. Thefirm conducted abook drivethisspring. At thefinal tutoring session of
the 2007-08 school year, Foley tutors hel ped the Wilkinson students pick out their own books
for summer reading.




Brightwood Elementary
Benefits
From Garage Sale
At Bracewell & Giuliani

Shortly after forging anew partnershipwith
Brightwood Elementary School, Bracewell &
Giuliani turned no-longer-needed equipment and
officefurnitureat thefirminto much-needed
classroom and playground equipment for itsnew
partner school.

Thefirm solditsolder but useful office equipment
and furnitureduring afal garage sale, raising $600.
Thefundswere used to purchaselarge bagsof balls
and other playground equipment, which thefirm
presented to each classroom at Brightwood.

Bracewdl & Giuliani'stradition of anannua Big
Book Party to promote reading was devel oped at
Van Ness Elementary School, one of the school sthat
recently closed. The Book Party hasproved to bean
equally big successat Brightwood. The Big Book
party hasa so been very well received by students
and teachersin other citieswherethefirm hasoffices.

Escuela Primaria Bancroft

Manual de la Familia
S04 F= 2008

Calles 1B y Newton, Noroesto
Washington, Distrito de Columbia 20010
202-673-7280

\olunteers Deliver Playground Equipment

Howrey Publishes
Trilingual Handbook
For Bancroft Elementary

At the beginning of the 2007-08 school year,
Howr ey published ahandbook for familiesat its
partner school, Bancroft Elementary. Becausethe
school has so many children whoselanguagesat home
are Spanish and Vietnamese, the handbook was
publishedintheselanguagesaswell asin English.

Thehandbook includes such basicinformation as
school hoursand the school calendar. It also has
important information about how parentscan be
involved intheschool andintheir children'seducation,
aswedll ascontact information for theteachersand
staff who work at the school.

The core of Howrey's partnership with Bancroftis
atutoring program that provides 35 tutors—enough
for the school'sentirefifth grade.

At theend of every school year, Howrey tutors
takethefifth gradeon afieldtrip. In 2007, they went
totheU.S. Capitol. Thisyear, they visited a
courthouse.

Thisspring, Howrey also conducted aspecia
clothingdriveto help thefamiliesof 10 Bancroft
children. Thesefamiliesweredisplaced and lost
everything, including their homes, inafive-darmfire
that destroyed their Mount Pleasant apartment
building.
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Holland & Knight Partnership Coordinator and Panel ofoetry Judges with winner

Sounds of Poetry Fill Banneker High School
(cont’d)

Whitney Warrenisparticularly grateful for the pandl of judgesfromthelaw firmandthe
program, designed by Yvette L uster at Holland & Knight and printed by thefirm."The
programisitself awork of art, saysMs. Warren. "It iswonderful to have apanel of outside
judgesfrom aprestigiouslaw firm. Weare confident that thejudging isunbiased, andthe
winnersof thecompetitionfeel especialy honored.”

Ms. Warren got great hel p from her colleaguesin the English Department—L eo Bowman,
OluBurréll, CharlesFeeser, and Jacque L eighty. Studentsin every English classwererequired
to select, memorize, and reciteapoem from the very comprehensive collection published on
the National Endowment'swebsite. Even though participation wasarequirement, the maority
of Banneker studentsdid not view the poetry competition asdrudgery. They saw itasan
exciting opportunity.

"Recitation increasesmy appreciation of poetry. | felt so much passionwhen | recited my
poem," said one of Charles Feeser'sstudents. "I felt the pain, the anger, and thejoy of my
poet inmy recitation,” said another student, whileathird student expressed that "reciting poems
isso much better than just reading apiece of paper. It bringsthe poemtolife, and it makesyou

gasp.’

Mr. Feeser a so pointed to the lesstangible benefitsof Holland & Knight'ssupport. "It
showsthat the community isinterested inwhat our studentsdo,” heexplained. "Thisstrong
community support makesit easier to promote the competitionin our individual classes.”

AlanVollmann, aformer Englishteacher, istheHolland & Knight partner who coordinates
thefirm'spartnership activitiesat Banneker. The Poetry Out L oud Program hasaspecia place
inhisheart. (Continued on page 10)




Brian Rucker

Nine Partnership Schools
To Be Affected
By Restructuring
(cont’d)

At the beginning of the 2008-09 school yesr,
therewill benew principasat four schoolsthat have
law firm partnerships—Stanton Elementary School;
MacFarland Middle School; and Dunbar and
Woodson Senior High Schoals.

Tipsfor devel oping new school relationshipscan
befoundintheWashington Lawyers Committee's
school partnership handbook, School by School:
Child by Child.

Thehandbook isavailable on theWashington
Lawyers Committeewebsite: www.washlaw.org.

Ferebee-Hope Students
Help Develop New Logo
for Health Right, Inc.

AsHealth Right, Inc., prepared to adopt anew
logo, the corporation invited third- and fifth-gradersat
Ferebee-Hope Elementary School to create posters
that would provideideasfor Health Right'snew logo
and to write essays about the theme of thenew logo,
thetree of health. After the students created their
postersand essays, Health Right awarded prizes. The
first-place winner received $75. The second- and
third-place winnersreceived $50 and $25

respectively.

46 Elementary Schools
Compete In Third GeoPlunge
Tournament (cont’d)

Thefollowinglaw firms, Committee board
members, other individua attorneys, and friendsof the
school partnerships sponsored GeoPlungeteamsfor
the Tournament: Akin, Gump, Srauss, Hauer &
Feld; Arent, Fox; Baach Robinson & Lewis,
Baker & McKenzie; J. DouglasBaldridge;
Edward K.M. Bilich; Quinton Bowman;
Bracewell & Giuliani; Brian Busey; Cadwalader
Wickersham & Taft; Chadbourne& Parke;
Andrew Clubok; Guy Coallier; David Cynamon;
FannieMae'sCorporate L egal Department;
Fight For Children; Finnegan, Hender son,
Farabow, Garrett & Dunner; Epstein Becker &

Green; Ron Flagg; Phil Fornaci;
(Continued on page 12)

Whitney Warren
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Alexandria Wash

Banneker Students Embrace
Poetry (cont’'d)

"What | love about the Poetry Out Loud program
isthat itisagreat motivator, said Mr. Vollmann. "l am
impressed how kidstake ownership of the poems
they pick. Poetry memorization and recitation had
goneout of style. But teaching poetry without | etting
thekidspick poemsthey loveisliketeaching culinary

artsfrom menuswithout | etting the kidstaste thefood.

Oncethey find something that tastesgood to them,
they want moreof it. Atthe performance, | dways
seehow thekidslovethefeel of thewordsintheir
mouthsasthey discover the subtlerhythmsof the
language. | have never seen amore successful
program to get studentsinterested in poetry. Infact,
this program makesthem passionate about poetry. It
isincredible”

The studentsindeed take ownership of their
poemsby selecting which onesto recite, usualy
considering adozen or morebeforedeciding onthe
right poem. The selection process ofteninvolves
research on anumber of poets. In many cases,
studentsdevel op astrong affinity for the author of
their poem. AlexandriaWalsh, who recited " Scary
Movies' by KimAddonizio, believesshehas
discovered apoet whosevision of lifesheshares.
Shelby Coley, thewinner of thisyear'spoetry
competition at Banneker, attributes much of her
successto her selection of Carl Sandburg's
"Chicago." Shefelt sheredly understood the poem,
because she had read Upton Sinclair'snovel, The
Jungle, which a so capturestheraw excitement of
Chicago at theturn of the 20th century. Shealso
wel comed the opportunity to convey theenergy in
Sandburg'spoem.

Shelby not only won the Poetry Out Loud
competition at Banneker. Shead sowon thecitywide
competition. Shewasnot ableto represent the
Digtrictinthenationa Poetry Out Loud finals,
becausethey conflicted with anationa Shakespeare
recitation competition in which sherepresented the
Digtrict of Columbia. Inthenationa Shakespeare
competition, shefinishedinthetop ten.

Expectationsare high for future Poetry Out L oud
competitionsat Banneker. Thefreshman findistswho
did sowell thisyear will havethreeyearstoimprove
their performance. The Poetry Out Loud picturesthis
year weretaken by Marvin Spinner, who teaches
computer scienceat Banneker.

lan Coleman
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PARTNERSHIPS

Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld

Tyler Elementary School
Arent Fox

RandleHighlands Elementary School
Baker & McKenzie

Payne Elementary School
Beveridge& Diamond

Birney Elementary School
Bracewell & Giuliani

Brightwood Elementary School
Covington & Burling

Cardozo Senior High School
Dechert LLP

RossElementary School
Dickstein Shapiro

Ellington School of theArts

FannieMae'sCor porate L egal Dept.

MarieH. Reed Learning Center
Foley & Lardner
Wilkinson Elementary School

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson

School Without Walls
Fulbright & Jawor sKi
Macfarland Middle School
Greater Washington Area Chapter -
Women L awyer sDivision -
National Bar Association
Malcolm X Elementary School
Health Right, Inc.
H.D. Cooke Elementary School
Ferebee-Hope Elementary School
LaSdle Elementary School
Lincoln Junior High School

FIRM

Holland & Knight
Banneker Senior High Schoal
Clevdland Elementary School
Howrey
Bancroft Elementary School
Kilpatrick Sockton
SousaMiddle School
McDer mott, Will & Emery
Bowen Elementary School
Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw
Gage-Eckington Elementary School
The Officeof theAttor ney General,
District of Columbia
Walker Jones/R.H. Terrell
Education Center
Patton Boggs
FrancisJunior High School
Pepper Hamilton
Stanton Elementary School
Reed Smith
Park View Elementary School
Sidley Austin
Thomson Elementary School
Spriggs& Hollingsworth
Jefferson Junior High School
Septoe & Johnson
Montgomery Elementary School
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan
Bdl Multicultura Senior High School
U.S. Courtsfor theDistrict of Columbia Cir cuit
J.O. Wilson Elementary School
Washington Bar Association -
Young L awyers Division
Banneker Senior High Schoal
Bdlou Senior High School
Well, Gotshal & Manges
Noyes Elementary School
Williams& Connolly
Dunbar Senior High School
Winston & Strawn
Kamit Ingtitutefor Magnificent Achievers
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GeoPlunge Sponsors
(cont’d)

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson; Susan
Gilbert; KatieGillespie; Jonathan Hacker;
Health Right, Inc.; Heller Ehrman; Thomas
Hentoff; Holland & Knight; Hunton & Williams;
Don Kahl; Ann Kappler; Mayer Brown; Morgan,
Lewis& Bockius, Morrison & Foerster; Paul,
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison; Pepper
Hamilton; Jackie Pinkney-Hackett; Vincent &
Emily Rocque; Geor ge Ruttinger; Seven
Schulman; Katherine Scovin; Sidley Austin;
DeniseVanison; Williams& Connolly;
Washington Lawyers Committeestaff group;
David Williams, ThomasWilliamson; and
Winston & Strawn.

TheWashington Lawyers Committee, Arent Fox,
and school officiadsarenow planning afourth
GeoPlunge Tournament, which isexpected to take
placein November 2008 and involveteams of
studentsfrom asmany as 100 schools.

CONTRIBUTORS

The Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs acknowledges the following
foundations and corporations for their generous contributions to the D.C. Public School Partnerships Project:
Bank of America Foundation
Black Entertainment Television
Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation Corp.
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
D.C. Chartered Health Plan, Inc.
Dimick Foundation
Fannie Mae Fund of the Community Foundation of the National Capital Region
Freddie Mac Foundation
Aaron & Cecile Goldman Family Foundation
Government Scientific Source, Inc.
The Hanley Foundation
Health Right, Inc.
Corina Higginson Trust
Kiplinger Foundation
Anthony F. Lucas-Spindletop Foundation
Mead Family Foundation

The Committee is grateful to Mark Paul at Finnegan, Hender son, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP
for assistance with the layout of this publication.
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